Study Time #31
Read Ephesians 4:13-16.  Paul shows why the church needs to be built up.  

4:13

Verse 13 continues on from the thoughts in verse 12.  Why does the church, we, need to be built up based on v. 13-16?

4:14

As Christians, we are commanded by Paul to mature in the knowledge of Christ (v.13b and v.14a).  As we grow more mature in Christ, we become more anchored in our faith.  Think of the most mature believer you know.  Wouldn’t it seem foolish for them to one day seem like they’ve forgotten everything they’ve ever known?  And wouldn’t it seem doubly foolish for a person to never want to grow in their love and relationship for/ in Christ?  You would almost begin to wonder if they were ever really a Christian.  Don’t be LAZY in your walk with Christ!  

4:15-16
Look in v. 15, “We are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ….”  Paul ends with v.16 reemphasizing Christ’s effect if the whole body is being built up.  What is that effect?

· Going back up to the beginning of v. 15: what does “speaking the truth in love” mean in this context?  

Application

How are you doing in your relationship with the Lord?  Are you growing or just sitting on where you used to be with the Lord? 

